
Notes from MI-CEMI (Michigan Collaborative to End Mass Incarceration) meeting on 
9/13/16  / additional info on items discussed 

RE Opportunities for action from Michigan Power to Thrive and MPTT member 
organizations & individuals 

1. The State Appellate Defender’s Office (SADO) needs people to step up as mentors for 
people 20 people in Michigan who were sentenced to life as juveniles but who will soon be 
released as a result of resentencing hearings that granted them parole, and to hold community 
meetings for the purpose of recruiting mentors.  

The people being released were sentenced in their early teens – ie 15, 16 years old. Most have 
been “down” for 35-40 years, which means they are now 50-60 years old.  SADO is looking for 
groups of mentors for each person being released, who can work as a team to support individuals 
being released with basic navigation of life ie. banking, housing, jobs, etc.  

Resentencing hearings are happening as a result of the 2012 Supreme Court ruling that states 
may not mandate life prison terms with no possibility of parole for juvenile offenders. 

 
Michigan has the 2nd largest number of people serving mandatory life without parole for crimes 
committed as children. More people will have resentencing hearings coming up, and  more 
mentors will be needed.  
 
SADO has a flyer and a link people can use to sign up to get more info. The link(which they said 
they would be shortening) is: 
 
https://goo.gl/forms/q1pMwpHT2DAf1CHr2 
 
An article with some more info is here: 
http://www.freep.com/story/opinion/columnists/brian-dickerson/2016/08/27/michigan-juvenile-
lifers-sentences/89363426/   If you can even be a support person who can go to a parole hearing, 
to be a witness in the audience. This is an important volunteer role that you can play.  
 
2. Nation Outside is looking for help getting people who were formerly incarcerated registered 

to vote, and raising awareness that even felons who are no longer incarcerated CAN vote; 
and they are launching local chapters throughout MI.  

This is a network of people formerly incarcerated. They are looking for help getting flyers and 
information booklets on how to register placed in parole offices throughout Michigan, and 
getting the word out about forming local chapters. If you can help, contact Aaron Suganuma at 
abwmentoring@gmail.com or 734-646-1587.  The deadline to register to vote in the November 
election is October 11. 



3. Michigan Prisoner Reentry A (Advocacy? Association?)  is going to be holding town hall 
meetings in Kalamazoo, Genessee, Kent and Washtenaw Counties.  

The main problems framed related to MPRA is that the state funding budget to Michigan 
Prisoner Reentry Initiative was slashed (to less than half of what it was) under the current 
administration. Because of fewer supports being available to people who could be released, re-
entry numbers are going down. There are fewer releases happening because there is no longer a 
robust network of supports for people coming out.  

The MPRA group has been collecting a lot of data that is wishes to release strategically. The 
contact person is Dennis Schrantz, former Deputy Director of MDOC and currently with 
Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, Center for Justice Innovation, 
dennisschrantz@gmail.com 

4. The Diversion workgroup of MI-CEMI is looking for help in advocating that more police 
departments commit to training at least 20% of their police force in Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT) and CIT for Youth.  
 
NOTE: MI-CEMI is focused only on adults. There is a separate Juvenile Justice 
Collaborative that operates separately in advocating for youth diversion and other issues 
related to youth. This group formed in 1979, whereas MI-CEMI has only recently formed. 
http://miccd.org/michigan-juvenile-justice-collaborative/ 
 
The contact person for more information about getting police trained in CIT is Jason Smith 
with the Michigan Council on Crime & Delinquency. JSmith@miccd.org 
 
ACLU also sent out this information regarding diversion earlier this year: 

Another area of focus for our work group can be on the interactions of police with communities 
of color. There are various adjustments that can be made to police policies, practices and culture 
that can significantly reduce the number of arrests that eventually lead to incarceration. The 
ACLU of Michigan has developed a presentation for police departments that includes recorded 
testimony by respected Michigan law enforcement professionals about the importance of 
engaging qualified consultants to assist police departments with eliminating policies and 
practices that cause racial profiling. There is testimony as well about deescalation of tense 
encounters with citizens and establishing genuine working partnerships with the community. The 
recorded presentations are supplemented by facilitated discussion. It will be helpful to our efforts 
if each member of the work group will do the following: 

a. Either identify, or request assistance with identifying persons who are members of the 
community corrections advisory board that serves your area. Once they have been identified, 
have a conversation with them about the issues raised above - whether the local probation 
department is adequately recommending alternatives to incarceration; and whether COMPAS* 



and PSI* information is accessible. Once that information is available to you, we can talk 
collectively about appropriate strategies for following up. 

b.  Let me know of police departments where you believe that the ACLU's presentation is both 
needed, and where the chief is likely to be receptive to the idea. 

Mark Fancher, ACLU Racial Justice Project, (313) 578-6822, mfancher@aclumich.org 

 COMPAS = Correctional Offender Management Profiling for Alternative Sanctions  

 PSI = Pre-Sentencing Investigation 

5. Becoming a Member of MI-CEMI 

Large Organization: $250-$500 

Small Organization: $100-$250 

Individual: $50-$100 

Dues are needed in order to continue growing the coalition. Specific budget items mentioned 
were a website and meeting facilitation / group facilitation support. The fiduciary is Michigan 
League for Public Policy, 1223 Turner, Suite G1, Lansing MI 48906; Memo Line: Michigan 
Collaborative to End Mass Incarceration (MI-CEMI) 


