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FACT: 1 in 100 U.S. citizens is now confined in jail or 
prison 
 
FACT: 80% of offenders abuse alcohol or other drugs 
 
FACT: 50% of jail and prison inmates are clinically 
addicted 
 
FACT: 60% of individuals arrested for most types of 
crimes test positive for illicit drugs at arrest 
 
FACT: 60-80% of drug abusers commit a new crime 
(typically a drug-driven crime) after release from 
prison 



WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?? 

Our prison population is EXPLODING! 

 

Imprisonment has little effect on drug abuse! 

 

Accountability is the key! 
FACT: Unless they are regularly supervised by a 

judge, 60-80% of addicted offenders drop out 
of treatment prematurely 



THE PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 

Since 2000, 770% increase in treatment for all 
opiates 

250% increase in people receiving heroin 
treatment 

 

Since 2013, twice as many indictments against 
heroin dealers 

Last year, double the number of deaths from 
heroin overdose…. 

 



THIS CRISIS DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE 
Taylor died August 31, 2013, after ingesting her uncle’s 

allegedly illegally obtained opiate prescription.  

Her mother died of a heroin overdose in July of 2013. 



So what do we do???? 

“We must address it as a public health 
crisis, providing treatment and support, 
rather than simply doling out 
punishment, claiming victory, and 
moving onto our next conviction.” 

    - Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin  

    2014 State of the State Address 



DRAMATICALLY 

INCREASE 

TREATMENT 



CONVINCE DRUG 

USERS THAT 

GETTING HELP IS A 

BETTER PATH THAN 

ADDICTION 



COUPLE ENHANCED 

TREATMENT AND 

INTERVENTION WITH EVEN 

STRONGER, MORE 

COORDINATED LAW 

ENFORCMENT 



PREVENTION!! 



DRUG TREATMENT COURTS 

Reduce Crime 

Save Money 

Ensure Compliance 

RESTORE FAMILIES 



THE MOST EFFECTIVE JUSTICE 
STRATEGY ADDRESSING THE 

DRUG-ADDICTED AND  
MENTALLY ILL... 

DRUG COURTS ARE: 



Eligible drug-addicted persons may 

be sent to Drug Court in lieu of 

traditional justice system case 

processing.  
 



Drug Courts keep individuals in treatment long 

enough for it to work, while supervising them closely.  

 

For a minimum term of one year, participants are: 

provided with intensive treatment and other services they require 

to get and stay clean and sober; 

 

held accountable by the Drug Court judge for meeting their 

obligations to the court, society, themselves and their families; 

 

regularly and randomly tested for drug use; 

 

required to appear in court frequently so that the judge may 

review their progress; and 

 

rewarded for doing well or sanctioned when they do not live up to 

their obligations. 

 
 



Drug Courts Reduce Crime 

FACT: Nationwide, 75% of 
Drug Court graduates 

remain arrest-free at least 
two years after leaving the 

program. 
 



Drug Courts Save Money 

• FACT: Nationwide, for every $1.00 invested in Drug 
Court, taxpayers save as much as $3.36 in avoided 
criminal justice costs alone. 

• FACT: When considering other cost offsets such as 
savings from reduced victimization and healthcare 
service utilization, studies have shown benefits range 
up to $27 for every $1 invested. 

• FACT: Drug Courts produce cost savings ranging from 
$3,000 to $13,000 per client. These cost savings reflect 
reduced prison costs, reduced revolving-door arrests 
and trials, and reduced victimization. 

 



Drug Courts Ensure Compliance 

• FACT: Unless substance abusing/addicted 
offenders are regularly supervised by a judge and 
held accountable, 70% drop out of treatment 
prematurely. 

• FACT: Drug Courts provide more comprehensive 
and closer supervision than other community-
based supervision programs. 

• FACT: Drug Courts are six times more likely to 
keep offenders in treatment long enough for 
them to get better. 

 



Drug Courts Restore Families 

• FACT: Parents in Family Drug Court are twice 
as likely to go to treatment and complete it. 

• FACT: Children of Family Drug Court 
participants spend significantly less time in 
out-of-home placements such as foster care. 

• FACT: Family re-unification rates are 50% 
higher for Family Drug Court participants. 



Facebook post: 

I wasn't really aware of the epidemic, 
until I started seeing posts by Judge 
Jodi Debbrecht......and then my 
neighbor upstairs....an 18 year old 
boy....was found dead of a heroin 
overdose. Guess it's time to become 
more educated on the topic. 
   - January 22, 2014 



"Do not let your fire go out, spark by 

irreplaceable spark, in the hopeless swamps of 

the approximate, the not-quite, the not-yet, the 

not-at-all. Do not let the hero in your soul perish, 

in lonely frustration for the life you deserved, 

but have never been able to reach. Check your 

road and the nature of your battle. The world 

you desired can be won. It exists, it is real, it is 

possible, it is yours.“ 

 

Ayn Rand Quote for Overcoming Addiction 



 

 

 

judgejodi@radeo.org or 

jdswitalski@twp.waterford.mi.us 
 

(248) 618-7629 office 
 

 

 


